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A Study on the Regulations and
Extant Objects of the Republic of
Korea’s Military Decorations
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Abstract

This study examines the regulations and extant objects of the Republic of Korea’s Military Decorations. First,
the changes in the regulations were classified into five stages—October 1950, August 1951, December 1963,
February 1967, and November 1973 /January 1984—accotding to the enactment and revision of relevant laws. The
specifications and schematic details of each regulation were investigated and compared with extant objects. Notably,
this study confirmed for the first time the existence and location of the October 1950 regulation medal, and newly
uncovered U.S. photographs of medals whose forms had previously remained unverified.

Based on these findings, this study provides a comprehensive review of the regulations and extant objects of military
decorations. The 1950 regulation first devised the grades and designs of the medals; the 1951 regulation established unique
names for each medal and introduced distinct central motifs by grade. The 1963 regulation added the Inheon Order of
Military Merit and altered the ribbon forms by grade. The 1967 regulation standardized grade-specific designs, while the
1973 and 1984 regulations modified the size and design of the medals. The form of medals can be broadly categorized
into Design A (through 1963) and Design B (from 1967 onward). The methods of wearing the medals were prescribed in
the Regulation on the Wearing of Orders(1955) and the Act on Honors and Decorations(1963), and this study compared
those legal provisions with actual cases of wearing the Military Decorations.

In addition, analysis of the Taeguk Order of Military Merit Register preserved at the National Archives provided
further information on conferment practices and the serial numbers engraved on the reverse of the medals. The
contents of the register confirm that conferment was largely determined by military rank, in accordance with the
Standards for Conferment of the Orders of Military Merit enacted in late 1951. A total of 309 serial numbers were
recorded in the register, all corresponding to conferments prior to 1962. While the sequence of serial numbers generally
reflected conferment dates until around 1954, irregularities became more frequent thereafter. Comparison with extant
objects confirmed six matches and two mismatches between serial numbers in the register and medals. Moreover,
examination of both the register and extant objects revealed 16 cases in which identical serial numbers were assigned to

different medals.

Keywords Military Decorations of ROK, Taegeuk Order of Military Merit, Orders and Awards System, Korean War,

Vietnam War @ @ @ @
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